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SYRACUSE (SYRAKOUSAI) 

Greek settlement in southern Italy and Sicily came in several waves, the first dating to the late Bronze Age. 
The Corinthian colony of Syracuse (Syrakousai in Greek, Syracusae in Latin) was founded, according to 
tradition, in 733 BC. Another important Greek colony, Gela, was founded by the Rhodians and Cretans in 688. 
Both cities were prosperous oligarchic republics, until Kleandros established himself as the tyrant of Gela in 505. 
His brother and successor Hippokrates subdued several other Greek cities in Sicily but failed to take Syracuse. 
This feat was accomplished by Gelon I, who transferred his seat to Syracuse in 484. This city thereby inherited 
Gela’s hegemony. Through conquest or alliances, the rulers of Syracuse repeatedly dominated the Greek 
communities in the island and sometimes in southern Italy. In this capacity Gelon defeated the Carthaginians at 
Himera in 480, safeguarding the independence of the Sicilian Greeks. His brother and successor Hieron I 
similarly saved the Greeks of Campania on the mainland by defeating the Etruscans at Cumae in 474. However, 
both Syracusan rule and the tyranny had come to be resented, and were overthrown in 478; a republican 
government ruled Syracuse for the next sixty years (465—405), before becoming destabilized by the failed 
Athenian invasion of Sicily. In this context the commander-in-chief, Dionysios I, made himself ruler of the city. 
He kept the Carthaginians at bay (though he could not expel them from western Sicily), dominated the Greek 
cities of southern Italy, and even intervened in mainland Greece restoring his friend Alketas I to the throne of 
Epirus. Dionysios I’s heirs were less effective, and even the well-intentioned Dion failed to consolidate the 
tenuous regime. Recurrent power struggles led to a Corinthian intervention under a talented general named 
Timoleon, who stabilized the government under the guise of a democracy and repelled new Carthaginian 
encroachments. 

After another republican period of two decades (337—317), Syracuse became a monarchy again under 
Agathokles, who had risen from rags to riches and had to fight a difficult and exhausting war with Carthage, 
which he carried into Africa in 310—307. In spite of taking heavy losses, Agathokles maintained himself as 
master of Greek Sicily for another two decades and in 3 04 formally assumed the royal title basileus in imitation 
of Alexander the Great’s successors in the East. The house of Agathokles was ultimately undermined by 
internecine struggles over the succession. After a decade of instability (288—278), Syracuse and most of Greek 
Sicily passed into the hands of the adventurous king of Epirus, Pyrros I (296—272), who had been married to 
Agathokles’ daughter Lanassa. When Pyrros returned to southern Italy in 275, his general Hieron II ruled 
Syracuse first as commander-in-chief, and then as basileus from 272 or 270. Although his long reign was a period 
of prosperity, it was troubled by conflicts with the Mamertines of Messana, and relied on alliances first with 
Carthage and then with Rome. Hieron’s young grandson was replaced by a republican regime in 214, which, 
allying itself with Carthage, brought on the Roman conquest of Syracuse in 212, in spite of Archimedes’ 
defensive contraptions. 

The designation tyrant (tyrannos), with or without a negative connotation, was never an official title and the 
monarchs ruled under various titles, such as strategos autokrator (“commander-in-chief’ or more accurately “sole 
plenipotentiary general”) and basileus (“king”). 

First Monarchy (rulers of Gela and Syracuse) 

505—498 Kleandros I ... son of Pantares; ruler of Gela 
498—491 Hippokrates ... brother ofKleandros I 
491 Eukleides ... son of Hippokrates 
& 491 Kleandros II ... son of Hippokrates 
491—478 Gelon I ... son of Deinomenes; ruled at Syracuse from 484 
478—466 Hieron I ... brother of Gelon I; associated at Gela 484—478 

+ Polyzalos ... brother of Hieron I; associated at Gela 478—? 

466—46 5 Thrasyboulos ... brother of Hieron I 
465—405 (republic) 

Second Monarchy (rulers of Syracuse) 

405—367 Dionysios I ... son of Hermokritos 
367—357 Dionysios II ... son of Dionysios I; deposed 



I. Mladjov, Page 2/: 


357—3 54 Dion ... husband of Arete, daughter of Dionysios I; son of Hipparinos 

3 54—3 5 3 Kallippos ... Athenian; usurper; deposed, died 351 

353 —351 Hipparinos ... son of Dionysios I 

3 51—347 Nysaios ... son of Dionysios I 

347—344 Dionysios II ... restored; abdicated, died 343 

344—337 Timoleon ... Corinthian; son ofTimodemos; abdicated 

3 3 7—31 y (republic) 


317-189 
189 
188—179 
179-178 
& 179—178 
178-175 

175-115 

115—114 
114 


Third Monarchy (rulers of Syracuse) 

Agathokles ... son of Karkinos; king (basileus) from 304 
Arkhagathos ... son of Arkhagathos, son of Agathokles 
Hiketas ... usurper; deposed 
Thoinon ... usurper in the citadel; son of Mameus 
Sosistratos ... usurper in the city 

Pyrros (of Epirus) ... former husband ofLanassa, daughter of Agathokles; son of king Aiakides 
of Epirus; Epirus 307—301 and 196—171; withdrew, died 171 
Hieron II ... son of Hierokles; king (basileus) from 171 or 170 
+ Gelon II ... son of Hieron II; associated f.130—116 
Hieronymos ... son of Gelon II 

Adranodoros ... husband of Damarata, daughter of Hieron II 
(republic 114—111; to the Roman Republic 111) 



